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2S%h OAVALNY NSCONNAISSANON SQUADEON 1§ THN ARDNNNNS OFFENSIVE

Rffective 22nd OGtOW. 1944, the llih Oavalry Reconnaissance
Squadren vas attached o the End Infantry Divieion and directed to
resrganise Task Foree X in the vicinity ef Manderfeld, Delgium,
The squadron minus "B® Troop, (attached to a Regimental Combad
Toan of 204 Infantry Division), Company "A®, 612%h Tank Destreyer
Battalien, 18t Reconnaissanse Platoon, 612th Tank Destreyer
Battalisn, nd Reconnaissanse Platoon, 612¢h Pank Destreyer
Nettalion, Cannon Company, 9%k Infantyy, and an Unnumdered Company
Bolgium Seoret Aray, comprised the Sask foroe. Task Foree X was
assigred approximately 9,000 yards in the defensive sesVor along
the Stegfried Line on fthe Iof% flank of the ¥nd Infantry Divieiem,
Moasions assigned wvers, %o maintain and improve present defensive
pesittens and the Slegfried Line, %0 locate eneny sutposts, odssr-
vation pests, prepared dsfenses, $o reduce the activity of German
ﬁmh. and to capture prisemers,

On 2%3x4 Ootoder, the uanusdered Company Belgium Sesret Army,
was relieved from attashment %0 She Task Yores and assigued ether
huu.. Gannon Company 9%h Infaniyy was relieved by the 2758

Winten NAG

Armored Pield Artillery Battalion, ‘whe Wesd placed fa diresh
wmppery,

The sector vas organised as follovs: 1s$ Platoon Troop PA",
%0 eocuyy defencive positions at Kobacheid. %reop "A® (=) %o
eocupy Rotdy. Proop *0" to ocsoupy Krewiaskle, AfsS, and %0 seb
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wp & platoon positicn detween thess Wwo Sowns, Company "A® 6128h
Pank Destroyer Battalion $0 ocoupy vositions at Berterath and
fansarath, and $o maintain contacs on the squadron's lefd ﬁuk,
vith $he 9%h Infantry Divigion Dy patrols. Squadron Headquarters,
Neadquarters and Service Troop, and Cowpany *F" osoupied Manderfeld,
and "R* Troop was in firing positions on the edge of fown,

During the psriod 22ad October, to 30th Novesber, patrols
were active on both sides and there vas a constant exchange of
artillery fire, A total of 368 Vi's and V2's passed over the area,
flying generally morthwest. Pwo V1's crashed and exploded in
Manderfeld, causing gonsiderable damage,

Enginear assistance was given by the 2nd Infantry Division
%0 improve defensive works, Automatic weapons and mortar positions
were dug in and sandbagged. Defensive fires for mortars, The
Assanld Oun Troop, and the 275%!1 Armored Pield Artillery Battalion
vere plet'tod and fired in. '

Several prisonsrs were taken and generally identified as deing
from replacement dattalions, and the 18%h Volkssgrenadier Division,
hovever, $wo were taken from the Penal Company lst 8. 8. Divieion,
Prigsoners from the 18%h Yolkesgrenadier Division stated that key
personnel in the division and most officers vere from the German
Regular Army,

Trom lst Decemder, %0 15%h December, inoreased resistancs
to Task Porce X patrols was sncountered, %There was a marked in-
erens® in enemy artillery and flare activity. DBuss domd activily,
however, gradually decreased,
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Buring the hours of darkness, many reports were received amd

ssnt to higher Neadguaviers of the sound of heavy trucked vehiecles
aleng the entire seotor fyom$, JNellowing s s record of thess
reperint®

S8h December, 1944, %Our unit in Afst reported the

seund of heavy traciked vehicles in thae vicinity of

boshein, during the hours of darkness,*

106k Pecember, 19k, "Phe gound of meters and trecked

vehicles vers again Deard by eur units in Roth.*

$11%h Decesber, 194k, #fhe scunis of motors were

again heard in the visinity of loschsim by our

position at Roth,.*

#imilar reports were received and forwardsd on subsequea$ days.
On 13th Decemder, moter and track noise was heerd in the vicinisy
of Sebeid and Ormond, and on 1lish Decexber, along the Ormont-
Eallschlag road,

A$ 1800 hours, 11th Decemder, the 106th Infsmtry Division
and ‘!yuk Toree X was relieved from attachment %0 the 2nd Divisien,
Cempany A% 520 Tank Destroyer Battalion, closed in ths Task Jorce
area and relieved Company "A?, 6128h Tank Destroyer Badbalion, and
Seek ever their poesitions at Devterath and lansarath,

On 12th Decembey, the 1ish Cavalry @roup assumed command and
rouponaibility for the Task Yores X secior includiag 18%h Cavalry

&  After/after Action Repert, 185tk Cavalry Receanaissance Squadroa
(Mess).
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Reconnaissance Squadren (less Troop "B® attashed to the y23rd
Infantry Regiment, 106th Division), the 275th Armered Field Artillery
Jattalion, and Company "AR, 8204h Tank DesSreyer Battalion,

During the early meyning hours of 15%h Decesber and 16%h
Decenbder, 1945, nothing indicated the poverful thrust that vas
s00n 10 be made agains® the sector, Artillery fire was very light,
flare activity was as wewal. AS 0513 the firs$ blow wvas released,
AfSer & sigaal of tvoe red flares an intenss Yarrage of all types of
ardtlliery, mortar and recket fire was opened., The barrage first
struck the forward positioms, then rolled ia to the positiens at
Kanderfeld,

After this heavy preparation, artillery in desreased anouats
wag received om all positions. At 0600 enemy infaniry attasks in
streagih vere nade against the position of Troeps ®A® and "g%, dus
were repulsed by 0700 with heavy casualties to the uttaﬁkiu force,
A% OT30, after a short artillery preparation, all fervard pesitions
were agein attacked ¥y wave after vave of German iafaniry elad in
vhite cloaks vhich were aifficult toc ses against the white dack-
ground of the smov and the ¢old fog of the sarly merning. |

Troop "A' at Both, reported that the German in‘antry st that
yesition was supported by nine Mark IV tanks and that our anti-.
fank positions had Ween destreyed. Troop A® was directed to hold
their positions at all costs snd that no help other than artillery
appors could be expected, |

AS 0830 the 3rd Plateen of Jompany "P* (1ight tank) vas ordered
% proceed to Veolierath in support of Troop *0%, It was negessary
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Shat Shis plateon fight i%s way into the *C* Preoep position as 1%
was by that time surrounied. The platoon arrived at Weekersth
without loss, imvediatsly plsoed fire on aver approachiang lines

of white clad Germans, with machine gun and 37 mm mlnt;r and
high explosive fire,

By 10C0, the enemy hed encircled all "A® and *C* Tyoep positions
and had lsanched = genersl atdack in the direction of Lemsarath and
Berterath, thas part of the Task Force X sector osoupied by (ompany
%A%, E20th Tank Destroyer Battalion, This attack wvas supported by
seversl self-propelled weapons,

Company *F* (-) was then placed on the high ground om the cast
edge of Manderfeld to dring attacking forces under fire, that had
W-passed cur forward positions, and wers advancing on the Squadroa
Gommand Fost at landorfald. Prepared dafensive positions a$
Nanderfeld were manned by all availadle personnel excep$ thoss of
the Nedlieal Detachment, ‘ |

Reports had been received by 1230 that all forward positions
of the Task Force were surrcunded, Troops A" and *C* were ordered
%0 withdraw $0 the high growmd and road nes in the visinity of
Nanderfeld, Proop "0%, withdrawing their vehicles from pesitfane
in Yeckerath and Afad and ewpported by 3rd Platoon Gempany *F®,
asftacked through the surrounding Gernman infantry and avrived &t
Handerfeld with only the loss of one armored cay and one 1/% ton
traek,
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Troop "A" advised that their routes of withdrawal to the

north, west and south were closed by enemy ianfantyy and armor

and tha$ 48 would be i{mpossidle %0 attack and force s withirawal,
Troop "A" vas then ordersd t¢ continue in defense of Roth and
Xobeoheid as long as pessidle, ¢ then destrey their vehicles and
oquipment, and to wishiraw by any possidle route,

A% 1200 the 32nd Cavalry Rsconnaissance Squadrom, wvhich had
Yoen 4n Group Reserve at Rencheux, Belgium, arrived at Nanderfeld,
and wvas employed on the high ground to the north-west and the south
of town,

AS 1530 the 1hsh Gavalry Oroup directed that the group prepare
to exeoute a delaying action. The I2nd Squedron was $o0 cover the
withiraval of the 15th Syusdren $o the lime Holsheim-Rerresback,
and then delay %o the vest aleng the Manderfeld-Hansfeld-Schonderg-
B8%. Yith road, and mainfain ocontact with the 18%h Squadrea on Sheiy
lefs, By 1700, the 18%h Squadvon had cleared Manderfeld, *C* Treop
maintaining contact with the enemy and covering tho rear elemeats
of the squadron; and Wy 1730, had established defensive positions |
in ¥he vicinity of Nolshein., The squadron was then erdered by group
S0 vithiray %0 the sesond delaying position, at Werath, Withdrswal
vas Gompleted and defensive pesitiens organised by 2200, The days
astion was highlighted by the splendid conduct of all elements of
the squadron, The Broep A" position at Roth was last heard from:
st 1630, st wvhich $ime the $reop commander advised that ammunition
wap low m vehicles and equipment were deing dutrmd.' All
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positions toek & t_ufrtnc 2011 of eneny infantyry with sautematis
WOLDORS, wmuné and high expleosive ammmnition fired frem ammored
cars, Defensive fires and ebserved call missions, fired By Treep

*B* and the 275%h Armored Pield Arsillery Battalicm, were gontimueus

during She entire action and resulted in very heavy lowses %o’ the
sneny. Betimated enemy casualties vere high dus to repeated attncks
in mass formations against intense fire delivered from eur vell-dug
in positions., COasuslties of the 184h Squsdren consisted of ¥wo
sfficors killed, Sweniy enlisted men wounded, and four officers amd
134 enlisted mon nissing in astion,

On the morning of 1TVh December, Syuadron pesitions at Werath,
were attacked by enemy armer and infantry, |

Suecessive delaying positions were fought to Borm, and defen-
sive positiens were organised, While in Born, elements of the Tth
Arsered Division vere esntasted, and it vas learmed tha$ the
Pivisien vas moving ia to relieve She 106th Infantry Divisien, and
$o held 8t, Vish,

AS 1515, the squadron wae directed So Dreak oontash and with-
dvaw %o Poteanz, aad estahlish defensive pesitiens aleng Vhs high
ground ia that visinity., There was very heavy txaffio geing deth
diresiions aleng the sast-wesh reud netd, Vielsaln-8t. Vith, and
progress of the soleumm was &ifficult. Duriag the movement te¢ the
wosh, $roops 0T and "RV and Company "F* were extracted frem the
colmun &% Petesus. |
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Dus $o reports of an snemy oclumm odserved movimg in om the
north flank of She 74h Ammored Division, $he 148k Oavalry Grouwp
wvas oxdered to return 3¢ Born the morning of 18 Decender, and
oever Shat flank of the divisien,

A Sask force was erganiszed from slemsnuts of the 154k and 3I2md
Squadrons, and departure from Poteaux wvas made at 070, 18 Deeembder,
Dpn reaching the high ground detween Peteaux and Bech$, the leading
slements of the task forge received heavy anti-taank and small Arae
five. 7The enemy then attacked with infantry and Sanks,

The task force vas foreed back on Potesnx where heavy fighting
ocontinwed through the morning. Oermans wearing American uniforss
infiltrated into the town, and ons pasrol advaneing Sowvard our
pesitions in American uniform was detected and destroyed,

By 1030, artillery, self-prepelled guns, mersar and austcmatie
weAPSAS vere making the group positions untenstadle. AS 1130,
erdars vere received 0 fall bask %0 Petit Thelyr, wheye slements
of the T¢h Armored mium vere thea in position,

Bffeotiwe at 1400, the 1MOh Cavalyy Oroup was adtached to $he
TOh Avmored Divisien and direched S0 proceed to Rencheux, Belgium,
Ve veerganise the. remaanis of She group into one effective gquadren
W 1800, 19 Decemder, |

The somposite squadron vas organised, resupplied, received
whicular replasemends and vas reported realdy for action $o $he
Gommanding General, TOh Armored Division as of 1700, 19%h Dicenber,

The u-pnt“ squadron remained with the Tth Armored Divisioa
fighting actions at Beho, Saluchateau, Bomal, Oheram, Govy,
Swafflingen, Bepeler, Orandnanil, Manhay and maay others, uwadil
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the division was relieved by the E2nd Aridorne Divisien,

On 1 Jaguary, 1945, the 1Uth Cavalry Oroup reverted to the
direed sontrol of the First U. 5. Avmy and wvas dirvected %o proceed
%o the vicinity of Villers L'Bveque, Belgiun, $o reorganise and

redquiy and to receive reinferoenents,

Reorganisation vas completed 27 January, and on 28 Jaunumry,
$he 1Eth Squadron olosed in the vicinity of Bovigny, Belgium. The
group wvas attached %0 ‘tho IVIIl Airborne Corps and the squadrons
further attached to the 82nd Alrdorne Divisionm.

Daring the araw'moi: %o the Siegfried Line, the 18%h Squadrom
advanced through the same sector in which it had withidrawn, On the
way back, _thn squadron s av mugh of 1ts burned and demolished squip-
mend and it dug ite dead out of the szow, But there was a feeling
of sstisfaction.that $he squadron had done its pard in stopping the
last real offensive, that the Wehrmackt wonld ever launeh, and thas
aovw Shat once mighiy force was being driven daok to i%s own soil,

NOTH: Approximately 21§ of ¥reop "A® infiltrated through from Roth
and Kefacheid, and rejoined the squadron, %he delanee were killed
or saptured, Troop "BF from Sheir position at Winterscheid, wuh_ |
a vegiment of the 1064k Division, destreyed Sheir vehicles and
spproximately 35§ of the Sroop infiltrated Shrowgh the 1ines and
(3¥) rejoined the squadren, |




